To Kill A Mockingbird

By Harper Lee

Reading Comprehension Questions and Vocabulary

Directions: Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. Give evidence from the text and include page numbers.
Part I

Chapter One: 

Assuaged – soothed

Chattels – slaves

Dictum – rule

Diverted – turned

Flivver – old, cheap car

Foray – short journey

Impotent – powerless

Imprudent – bold

Malevolent –e evil

Nebulous – cloudy

Predilection – tendency

Strictures – restrictions

Taciturn – quiet

Vapid – dull

1. Who is the narrator of this novel and from what POV is the story being told?

2. Define the literary term flashback and explain how it is used in the novel.
3. What is the setting of the novel
4. Chapter 1 introduces readers to the town of Maycomb, its appearance, its inhabitants, and the particular attitudes of many of its people. Find a sentence or a paragraph, which illustrates each of the following attitudes/ideas of its people. Quote at least a portion of the sentence or paragraph and give the page number.

i. pride in ancestry and “tradition”

ii. narrow span of interest and almost no interest in the world outside of Maycomb

iii. pride in conformity and distrust of those who are different

iv. awareness of difference in social class
5. Identify all of the characters mentioned in chapter 1 and write a note about each.

Chapter Two:

Delegation – group

Enact – act out

Entailment – restriction placed on estate inheritance

Illicitly – without permission

Indigenous – native to

Uninitiated – not yet introduced to

1. Who is Miss Caroline? How is she characterized?
2. Miss Caroline and Scout come into conflict two times on the first day of school. Describe both incidents.

3. What do we learn about Mr. Cunningham in this chapter?

4. What picture of Atticus, as a father, do we get in this chapter?

5. Can you identify an emerging theme in this chapter?

Chapter Three: 

Amiable – friendly

Concede – admit to

Contemptuous – hateful

Cordially – warmly

Diction – choice of words

Diminutive – very small

Disapprobation – disapproval

Erratic – irregular

Expounding – explaining

Fractious – quarrelsome

Iniquities – injustices

Irked – bothered

Judiciously – generously

1. Why does Scout get into a fight with Walter Cunningham?

2. Who does Jem invite home for dinner?  Why?

3. What further information do we gain about the Cunningham family in this chapter?

4. What does Scout do at dinner that causes Calpurnia to scold her?

5. Who are the Ewells, and why are they allowed special privileges?

6. Are there different kinds of poverty? Explain. (T-CHART)
7. Can you identify an emerging/developing theme in this chapter?

Chapter Four:

Abominable – horror

Arbitrated – refereed

Auspicious – promising

Evasion – avoidance

Quelling – overcoming

Scuppernongs – plum-like fruits

Unanimous – agreed by all

1. What does Scout mean when she says, “As I inched sluggishly along the treadmill of the Maycomb County school system, I could not help receiving the impression that I was being cheated out of something. Out of what I knew not, yet I did not believe that twelve years of unrelieved boredom was exactly what the state had in mind for me.” (pg. 33)?
2. What does Scout find in the tree? Later, what do both Scout and Jem find in the tree on their way home from school? 

3. What games do the children make up in this chapter?
4. How does Atticus feel about the children’s games? 

5. What information does Scout give us at the end of this chapter? Who do you suppose was inside the house and what did Scout hear?

6. Can you identify an emerging/developing theme in this chapter?

Chapter Five:

Asinine – mindless

Benevolence – good will

Benign – harmless

Edification – illumination; instruction

Inquisitive – curious

Magisterial – authoritative

Peril – danger

Pestilence – plague

Placidly – calmly

Tacit – understood but unspoken

1. Who is Scout referring to when she says, “She was a widow, a chameleon lady who worked in her flower beds in an old straw hat and men’s coveralls, but after her five o’clock bath she would appear on the porch and reign over the street in magisterial beauty” (56). Based on the description of this character, write a brief character analysis.  

2. When Miss Maudie shows her disgust with “foot-washing Baptists” is she actually putting down all Baptists, or a particular point of view? 

3. Explain Miss Maudie’s statement on pg. 60, “…sometimes the bible in the hands of one man is worse than a whiskey bottle in the hands of – oh, of your father.”

4. How does Miss Maudie feel about Boo Radley and the Radley family?

5. What does Miss Maudie say about Atticus Finch?

6. What plan do the kids devise to get Boo to come out of his house? 

7. Paraphrase Atticus’ speech about the Radley’s right to privacy. Do you agree with his point of view? Why or why not?

8. Can you identify an emerging/developing theme in this chapter?

Chapter Six:

Dismemberment – mutilation

Ensuing – following

Malignant – evil

Pilgrimage – journey

Prowess – skill

Solitary – only

Waning –dwindling

1. What reasons do Jem and Dill give for trying to peek into the Radley window on this particular night?

2. What final statement by Jem makes Scout finally go along with the plan?

3. After the incident, Jem’s real desire is not just to recover his pants but to keep on good terms with Atticus. What does this tell you about Jem’s relationship with his father?
4. Can you identify an emerging/developing theme in this chapter?
Chapter Seven:

Ascertaining – finding out

Meditative – thoughtful

Rendered – made

Tarnished – rusty

Vigil – lookout

1. What was the condition of Jem’s pants when he found them? Why did their condition frighten him further?

2. What is the significance of the gifts in the tree? Who do you think put them there?
3. Explain why Mr. Nathan Radley fills the hole in the tree with cement. Why does Jem cry about this?

4. How might someone reach out to others without actually talking?

5. Can you identify an emerging/developing theme in this chapter?

Chapter Eight:

Aberrations – deviations

Accosted – attacked

Adjacent – neighboring

Caricatures – exaggerated likenesses

Libel – unlawful attack on character

Perpetrated – committed

Procured – obtained

Treble – high

Unfathomable - Impossible to understand

1. Why do Jem and Scout make the snowman such an obvious replica of Mr. Avery?

2. Why does Atticus make the children leave the house and stand in front of the Radley house?

3. Who put the blanket around Scout’s shoulders?

4. What does Atticus mean when he says, “looks like all of Maycomb was out tonight, in one way or another”?

5. Why does Atticus decide to keep the blanket incident a secret
6. After the fire is over, how does Miss Maudie feel about the destruction of her house? What does this tell you about her character, her values?

7. What do we learn in this chapter about the people in Maycomb based on the way they act in this crisis?

8. Can you identify an emerging/developing theme in this chapter?

Chapter Nine:

Analogous – comparable

Deportment – behavior
Fluently – with ease

Gastric – stomach-related

Guilelessness – innocence

Hookah – water-pipe

Induce –persuade

Ingenuous – childlike

Innate – inborn

Inordinately – excessively

Invective – insulting language

Lineaments – features

Mortify – embarrass

Obstreperous – unruly

1. Why does Scout fight Cecil Jacobs?

2. Why does Atticus think that he can’t win Tom Robinson’s case?

3. Why is Atticus worried about Scout learning to “keep her head” in the next few months?

4. Why is Atticus defending a man when he knows he will lose and when he knows the town is against it? What does this action tell us about his character?

5. Explain Atticus’ statements about the following:

a. use of the word “n*&%?”

b. his personal reasons for defending Tom Robinson

c. “Simply because we were licked a hundred years before we started is no reason for us not to try to win.”

d. “Don’t pay any attention to her, Jack. She’s trying you out. Cal says she’s been cussing fluently for a week, now.”

e. “When a child asked you something, answer him, for goodness’ sakes. But don’t make a production of it. Children are children, but they can spot an evasion quicker than adults…”

f. “…the answer is she knows I know she tries. That’s what makes a difference.”

g. “Why reasonable people go stark raving mad when anything involving a Negro comes up, is something I don’t pretend to understand…”

6. Can you identify an emerging/developing theme in this chapter?

Chapter Ten: 

Foliage – leaves and flowers

Inconspicuous – unnoticeable

Jubilantly – joyfully

Mausoleum – tomb; gloomy building

Rudiments – basics

Vehemently – passionately; forcefully

1. At the beginning of the chapter, Scout is ashamed of Atticus. List his faults as she sees them.

2. Explain why it is a sin to kill a Mockingbird according to Miss Maudie.

3. What does Atticus do that surprises the children and makes them feel proud?

4. Miss Maudie tries to explain Atticus’ excellent marksmanship and his lack of pride in it. How does she do this
5. Why won’t Jem allow Scout to brag at school? Do you agree with him? Why?

6. Can you identify an emerging/developing theme in this chapter?

Chapter Eleven: 

Antagonized – tortured

Apoplectic – as if about to have a stroke

Cantankerous – difficult; cranky

Devoid – empty

Palliation – flossing-over

Passé – out of style

Philippic – tirade

Premise – assumption

Propensities – inclinations

Protruded – stuck out

Reconnaissance – brief survey

Rectitude – moral uprightness

 Tranquil – calm

Umbrage – offense

Undulate – rise and fall

Viscous – thick (refers to liquid)

1. Describe Mrs. Dubose.

2. Why does Jem knock the top off her flowers?

3. What does Atticus mean when he says, “The one thing that doesn’t abide by majority rule is a man’s conscience”?

4. What is Jem’s punishment for knocking the tops off of Mrs. Dubose’s flowers? Why is the time period extended each day?

5. What is Atticus’ definition of courage? Do you agree or disagree with it?
6. Can you identify an emerging/developing theme in this chapter?
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