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To Kill A Mockingbird

Plot, Characterization, Mood, and Theme

Chapter Six

1. Read the following passage: 
“I was desperate: ‘Look, it ain’t worth it, Jem. A lickin’ hurts but it doesn’t last. You’ll get your head shot off, Jem. Please…’
He blew out his breath patiently. ‘I – it’s like this, Scout,” he muttered “Atticus ain’t never whipped me since I can remember. I wanta keep it that way.’ 
This was a thought. It seemed that Atticus threatened us every other day.

‘You mean he’s never caught you at anything.’

‘Maybe so, but – I just wanta keep it that way, Scout. We shouldn’a done that tonight, Scout.’

It was then, I suppose, that Jem and I first began to part company. Sometimes I did not
understand him, but my periods of bewilderment were short lived” (75).
Provide context and determine the thematic idea that is implied.

	


2. Descriptive writing uses words to create images and convey a particular mood. Consider the following passage in which Jem walks off into the darkness to retrieve his pants.

“The moon was setting and the lattice-work shadows were fading into fuzzy nothingness. Jem’s white shirt-tail dipped and bobbed like a small ghost dancing away to escape the coming morning. A faint breeze stirred and cooled the sweat running down my sides” (76).

A. Identify the dominant mood conveyed in this passage.

B. Explain how Harper Lee uses literary devices to create this mood (shared diction, figurative language, etc.)

C. Explain the significance of the passage.

	


3. The chapter ends as follows:

“There he was, returning to me. His white shirt bobbed over the back fence and slowly grew
larger. He came up the back steps, latched the door behind him, and sat on his cot. Wordlessly,
he held up his pants. He lay down. And for a while I heard his cot trembling. Soon he was still, I
did not hear him stir again” (76).
What do you suppose the author wants the reader to infer?

	


4. Have any of the characters changed during the course of Chapter Six? Explain. Which one of the three children would you say is the major character in this chapter? Cite evidence from the chapter to support your answer.

	


